
October 2015 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a busy half term and our children are well and truly back  

into the swing of school routines. Thank you to all families who have 

supported us with our  activities this term; we raised a massive £289 

for Dougie Mac with our own clothes day, the book swap boxes are 

overflowing in the main reception area (please remember to help 

yourselves and replace with a different book or return when they have 

been read), we sent an enormous quantity of food to the Newcastle 

food bank and the vast majority of families have attended parents 

evening! We really appreciate the help and support given and look   

forward to joining together in further events next half term. 

Reading Challenge 

Congratulations to all the children who have received their 

bronze certificates in the reading challenge this half 

term. It is fantastic to see so many children reading at 

home very frequently. The extra practise is vital for all 

children and we value the time families take to listen to 

their children at home. We also have some parents and 

grandparents who volunteer in school and listen to children 

read. If you would like to do this, please let your child’s class teacher know - we would be     

delighted to see you. 

Rugby Tournament 

This term the children’s games lessons have focused on tag rugby. During their lessons the 

children have played in mini tournaments within their classes. The winning teams from each 

class will represent their class in the year group tournaments which are being played over the 

next week. As part of their rugby activities the children also enjoyed an assembly from     

members of Newcastle Rugby Club. If any children are interested in 

learning to play rugby, Newcastle Rugby Club would be happy to see 

them.  

Please can I also remind parents that we do have a PE uniform at school: 

white t shirt, black shorts, plain, dark coloured track suit or school 

jumper. Please avoid patterned or bright coloured tracksuits, t shirts 

and jumpers. Long hair should be tied back and all jewellery removed. 



 

 

House Teams 

Well done to Tristan in reception for his winning entry for our new school team names. Our 

new house teams are: 

Green team - Spitfires 

Red team - Matthews 

Blue team - Wedgewood 

Yellow team - Bridgewater 

 

Parent Governors 

I would like to welcome Mr Booth and Mrs Dinitikara to our Governing Body. As we had 

two positions available for parent governors and two applications, both parents are 

able to join without proceeding with the voting process. Both myself and the governing 

body members look forward to working with them soon. If you would like further infor-

mation about our governing body or their contact details, please look on their pages 

on the school website.  

Online safety 

Our assembly focus this week has been safety - how to keep ourselves safe at home, at 

school and  about online safety. The children have been watching the adventures of 

the smart crew, learning all about the ‘smart’ rules and how to keep themselves safe 

while using devices online. We have put some additional suggestions for sites that the 

children may wish to look at from home. We would really appreciate it if you could 

spend a little time with your children reinforcing the messages about staying safe.  

As part of this we also have a new policy about PREVENT. This is a national agenda 

about keeping our pupils safe from radicalisation and extremism. A copy has been put 

on the website and hard copies are available upon request from the office.  



 Parent Questionnaire Responses 

Thank you to all parents that completed questionnaires to help us gain a better       

understanding of your views about school. 87 replies were received and the results 

are as follows: 

 
 Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

1: My child enjoys school. 68% 31% 1% 0% 

2: The school keeps my 

child safe. 

69% 31% 0% 0% 

3: The school informs me 

about my child’s progress 

56% 44% 0% 0% 

4: My child is making 

enough progress at this 

school 

51% 46% 3% 0% 

5: The teaching is good at 

this school. 

62% 38% 0% 0% 

6: The school helps me to 

support my child’s learn-

ing. 

58% 39% 1% 0% 

7: My child has enjoyed 

learning through a crea-

tive, topic based          

approach. 

74% 26% 0% 0% 

8:My child’s learning has 

been supported with a 

range of additional educa-

tional visits, activities or 

guests. 

61% 39% 0% 0% 

9: The school makes sure 

my child is well prepared 

for the future. 

59% 41% 0% 0% 

10: The school meets my 

child’s particular needs. 

55% 43% 2% 0% 

11: The school deals 

effectively with unac-

ceptable behaviour. 

54% 46% 0% 0% 

12: The school takes ac-

count of my suggestions 

and concerns 

50% 49% 1% 0% 

13: The school is led and 56% 44% 0% 0% 

14: Overall, I am happy  

with my child’s  experi-

63% 37% 0% 0% 



As you can see, the results are very positive.  We have an incredibly hard working staff 

and I believe that many of these results are due to their dedication and commitment to 

provide an outstanding curriculum and level of support for your children. 

Thank you to those parents who also put comments and suggestions that you think may help 

to make further improvements to our school. I will be following these up and speaking to 

parents directly for their additional ideas. This also includes those answers which were not 

positive. 

Assessment Information 

As many parents are aware, we will not be reporting your child’s progress in KS1 or KS2 in 

levels. Instead we are using a 6 step system for each year group that shows where your 

child is working.  There are two parts to the assessments: 

Numbers 

1,2,3,4,5 or 6 = these numbers are equal to the year group that your child is working at,  eg 

1 = year 1,       2 = year 2,            3 = year 3 etc.  

Steps 

B = working below expected outcomes, not yet achieving any objectives. 

B+ = working below expected outcomes but  achieving a small number of objectives 

W= working towards expected levels 

W+ = working towards secure, very nearly at expected levels 

S = secure, at age related expectations 

S+ = extremely securely working at age related expectations in any given situation.  

The aim is for children to be working at S or S+ within their age group at the end of the 

academic year. E.g a child in year 1 would be a 1S, a child in year 2 a 2S, a child in year 3 a 

3S etc. 

Most children will be working at B, B+, W or W+ in the autumn term. This is because 

they are end of year expectations and the children have not yet covered all of the 

curriculum. However, some children will be working below the level of their chronological 

age group  so the number may not seem to match. (e.g a child in year 5 may be working se-

curely at year 4 objectives. This would mean that they get a 4S even though they are in 

year 5). 

A chart showing expected outcomes for each year group will be available shortly.  If you 

would like to see what your child has to cover in their year group, please look at the curric-

ulum overview page on the school website. 

 



October 

22nd - Year 4 to masterclass at NCHS 

23rd  - School closed to pupils (Inset day) 

26th  to  30th -  Half Term week 

November 

2nd - Pupils return to school 

2nd - arts week. Watch out for the whole school poppy display. 

3rd year 5/6 visit the Imperial War Museum in  Manchester 

4th - PTFA meeting at 6pm in school 

5th - Boys 5/6 football team to Chesterton 

9th - Reception, year 1 and year 2 to cinema for national film week 

10th - Full Governors meeting at 6.30pm 

11th - Remembrance Day assembly 

12th - Girls year 5/6 football team to Chesterton 

13th - KS2 cinema visit for national film week 

16th - Anti Bullying week 

23rd -  & 24th - Bikeability for year 5/6 

26th - Y1 trip to Sudbury Childhood Museum 

December 

1st - 9.30am– Reception classes nativity play for parents 

1st - 1.30pm Year 2 nativity play for parents 

2nd - 9.30am - Year 2 nativity play for parents 

2nd - 1.30pm Reception nativity play for parents 

4th - Christmas Fayre 

7th - Year 1 and 2 Flu vaccinations 

8th - Nursery nativity play for parents 



I look forward to meeting with many of you over the coming weeks, but if you would like 

to see me for any reason, please don’t hesitate to catch me on the playground in the 

morning, or make an appointment via the school office.   

Kind Regards 

Kirsty Broome 

Head teacher 

December continued… 

9th - Pantomime (in school) for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 

11th - Year 6 and Senior Citizens Christmas Party 

17th - Early years and KS1 Christmas Party with Charlie Clown 

18th - 9.30am Service in Church led by Year 5. Families welcome. 

School closes for the Christmas holidays. 

January 

4th –Children return to school. 

Parent Suggestions - what we have introduced 

Thank you to parents who have made suggestions via the Governors email, office email or 

through the post box in the reception area. As a result of this we have introduced the 

email system for parents and are finalising details for the electronic payment system. 

Please can all parents ensure that the data collection sheets are returned to school as we 

need to update missing email addresses and check personal details. 

 

Cold Weather 
As the cold weather approaches, please ensure that 

your children have appropriate coats and footwear 

with them as we do still go outside at break times 

and for visits within the local area.  

When dry, the children will also have games lessons 

outside; please ensure they have tracksuits to wear 

so that they keep warm. 




