
October 2018 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we move through October and towards half term, I would like to 

say a HUGE thank you to all of our families for your help and support 

this half term. We raised £136 for McMillan Cancer Support  and 

had the most enormous donation for the Newcastle Food Bank after 

our Harvest celebrations. In addition to this many families attended 

Parents evening and also bought books from the book Fair. As a result of 

your generosity we have the opportunity to purchase new books for 

school as part of the commission earned via the Book Fair. 

Safeguarding 

At Hassell we take the safety and well being of our students very seriously. If you have a 

safeguarding concern, however small, please let us know. You can do this by speaking to myself, 

Mrs Brown (Deputy Head) or any member of staff in school. Alternatively you can give us a ring 

or email into school. Concerns don’t have to be about an individual child, but can also be about 

something that you may have noticed that is worrying you or about a physical aspect of the 

school environment that you think is unsafe etc. We will do our very best to deal with concerns  

appropriately.  

During October we have been focusing on ‘Keeping ourselves safe’ in assemblies. This has         

included stranger danger, an assembly by the NSPCC about keeping ourselves safe from abuse 

and also how to stay safe online. The e-safety topics are also focused upon in our ICT and 

PSHE lessons. There are some useful links on these topics on our 

school website. 



  

School Day Times 

Please can I remind you that children need to be in school for their class 

register at 8.50. We still have a number of pupils who 

arrive after 8.50 each morning. Late arrivals mean disrup-

tion for all the children and often mean that valuable lesson time is 

missed. The doors open to come into school at 8.40. Any children who need to be at school be-

fore this time should be accompanied by an adult or registered with Happy Times Care Club. 

Please do not leave your children on the playground without adult supervision. Mrs Ashley 

and I are on duty at the KS2 entrance on the playground most mornings and staff are also on 

duty in KS1 and Early years. I am happy to speak to parents and pass messages on to teachers; 

please don’t hesitate to speak to me if there is something you need to discuss. 

 

THANK YOU 

To everyone who donated food at our harvest assembly. We took an enor-

mous amount of food up to the food bank which will go to families in the lo-

cal community who need support. The food bank will weigh our donation 

and let us know how many meals this makes. I will let everyone know as 

soon as we have this information. 

 

Please note that there has been a change of date for the disco. 

Tuesday 23rd October (originally Thursday 25th) 

EYFS - in school time during the afternoon 

KS1 3pm - 4pm (Years 1 and 2) 

KS2 4.30pm - 5.30pm (Years 3 to 6) 

Tickets £2.00 each including drink and snack 



Please see the school website calendar for further dates,  

Student Council at Castle House to meet the Mayor—Thursday 18th October (am) 

PTFA Disco -  Tuesday 23rd October (Volunteers needed to help out please) 

EYFS—in school in the afternoon 

KS1—3.00—4.00pm  KS2 4.30—5.30pm £2.50 per ticket. Drink and snack included. 

Non Uniform Day for ‘More than Just  A Face’ charity. £1.00 donation Friday 26th         

October 

Half Term - Monday 29th Oct - Friday 2nd November 

Children return to school - Monday 5th November 

Parent Workshop Maths -  6th Nov 6-7.30pm - Adding and Subtracting (how to help 

your child at home)  

Cinema Visit (Film Ed week) Nov 8th - Year 5/6 

Football tournament Year 5/6 8th Nov - team selected only 

Remembrance Day—Sunday 11th Nov 

Year 5/6 Space Centre Trip - Tues 13th Nov 

City 7’s Assembly - 13th Nov 

Parents Workshop Maths - Tues 13th Nov 6-7.30 (multiplying and dividing) 

Full Governors—Tues 13th Nov 6.30pm 

Year 3/4 to cinema (film Ed) - Wed 14th Nov 

Girls football Tournament (Year 5/6 team) - Thurs 22nd Nov 

Bikeability  Year 5/6 - Mon 26th & Tues 27th Nov 

Primary Stars Sports Ambassador meeting at Stoke City - 28th Nov 

Year 5 to Newcastle Academy (transition activity) - 3rd or 4th December 

Class 1P to Sudbury Hall - 10th  December 

Nursery trip to Snow Dome  - 11th December 

Christmas Dinner Day - Tuesday 18th December 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Panto - in school - Wednesday 19th December 

Last Day of Term - Friday 21st December 



 

Does your family claim any of the following benefits? 

Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income based Employment and Support Allowance 

• Child tax credit and no working tax credit with a 

household income of less than £16,190 

• The ‘Guarantee’ element of State Pension Credit 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 

If the answer is yes to any of the above list, you are entitled to claim free school meals. Even 

if your child is having meals through the new scheme, or they don’t want a hot meal, 

please claim as school receives lots of additional funding in the budget for each child 

making a claim. To claim please visit the website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/

freeschoolmealsapplication  or ask at the school office. Any existing claims from last 

academic year will be automatically continued. 

NON UNIFORM DAY 

On Friday 26th October  we will be having  a Non uniform day in aid of the charity 'More than a 

face'. Charlie came to school to talk about the charity who are raising awareness of facial disfigure-

ment whilst promoting understanding, acceptance and inclusion. Charlie also talked to the children 

about what it's like living with her son's disabilities as he has autism and Goldenhar Syndrome. Her 

assemblies and workshops were inspirational - thank you Charlie!  

As a thank you we will be having  a non uniform day to support the charity. Children may come to 

school dressed in their own clothes for the donation of £1. Any children who do not wish to take 

part may come to school in their normal uniform. If you would like to know more about the charity, 

please visit  www.morethanaface.org     



Attendance 

Attendance at school is very important for ALL pupils. At Hassell we aim for children to have an attend-

ance level of 96% or higher. Whilst we appreciate that children do become ill, it is so important for 

them to be in school as much as possible in order to maximise their learning and progress across all sub-

ject areas.  

To help, we are working with ABC teaching Supply agency, who are donating some termly attendance 

rewards for our pupils. Each child who has 100% attendance for that term, will be entered into a draw 

to win the chance of one of three £10 vouchers for Smyths toys.  Attendance levels start a fresh each 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the Summer term, any children with 100% attendance for the whole school year will also 

be entered into a draw to win a mini ipad.  

Times Tables Challenge 

Throughout KS2 the children have been having a real blitz on learning their times tables. As part of 

this we have purchased a programme called Times Tables Rock Stars and the children will soon be 

sent home with login details to use it at home to practise their tables. We really appreciate all the 

help that the children receive from family and friends to learn these facts.  

In addition, to raise the profile of maths across school, we have introduced a weekly ‘Maths Star’ for 

each class, to celebrate the excellent work that the children are doing in their lessons and the effort 

that they are putting into learning key facts and becoming great problem solvers.  

Following the results of parental questionnaire, we will also be holding 2 parents information eve-

nings  which will be run by Sara Cairns and Cathy Garside. The first is on November the 6th from 6 to 

7.30pm and will have a focus on addition and subtraction. The second will be on Tuesday 13th       

November from 6-7.30pm and will be about multiplication and division. 

Both sessions will be for all ages and will have lots of practical 

games and activities that you can use at home to support your 

children with their maths learning. Letters will follow shortly to 

help us know numbers for the events.  

 



Cold Weather 

As we approach the cold weather, please can we remind everyone to make sure that they have an 

appropriately warm coat  to wear at playtimes and for children to wear their tracksuits for PE.    

Wherever possible, children have outdoor playtime and outdoor lessons with LMA so it is important 

that they are appropriately dressed and have a named water bottle with them to keep hydrated.  

I Look forward to meeting with many of you over the coming weeks, but if you would 

like to see me for any reason, please don’t hesitate to catch me on the KS2 play-

ground in the morning, or make an appointment via the school office. Don’t forget to 

follow us on facebook  for extra information and updates too. Search for Hassell Pri-

mary to see what else is going on. 

Kind Regards 

Kirsty Broome 

Head teacher 


